
 

 

  

  

  ohn 2:1-11     On the third 
day a wedding took place at 
Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother 
was there, and Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to 
the wedding. 

 When the wine was gone, 
Jesus’ mother said to him, “They 
have no more wine.” “Woman, 
why do you involve me?” Jesus 
replied. “My hour has not yet 
come.” 

 His mother said to the 
servants, “Do whatever He tells 
you.” 

 Nearby stood six stone water 
jars, the kind used by the Jews 
for ceremonial washing, each 
holding from twenty to thirty 
gallons. Jesus said to the ser-
vants, “Fill the jars with water;” 
so they filled them to the brim. 

 Then He told them, “Now 
draw some out and take it to the 
master of the banquet.” They did 
so, and the master of the 
banquet tasted the water that 
had been turned into wine. He 
did not realize where it had 
come from, though the servants 
who had drawn the water knew.  

 Then He called the 
bridegroom aside and said, 

“Everyone brings out the choice 
wine first and then the cheaper 
wine after the guests have had 
too much to drink; but you have 
saved the best till now.” 

 What Jesus did here in Cana 
of Galilee was the first of the 
signs through which He revealed 
his glory; and His disciples put 
their faith in Him. 

  I am now going to answer the 
question that has been the 
question of the ages. It is the 
question that every Christian in 
America has been asking. 
Theologians have debated this 
for decades. 

 And here is the question: is it 
okay … to pray for a parking 
space? 

 Right now, in waiting for the 
answer, I know you are at the 
edge of your seat with great 
anticipation, heart pounding, 
palms sweating. 

 For the answer is: Yes! It is 
okay to pray for a parking space! 

 For years I thought it was too 
trivial a question. God is too 
busy to hear some sort of dumb 
prayer. 

 But, after a great deal of 
thought and talking to many a 
yoda-like mentor, I have 
concluded – pray for parking, 
you must!  

 How can that be? Seems so 
stupid. It’s okay, because nothing 
is too small for God. And 
second, in prayer, shouldn’t we 
talk to God all the time about 
everything—even as we drive 
and even as we park and share 
with Him our desires—for even if 
we think it, He already knows, 
so we might as well say it. 

 For years I did not pray for 
parking, but I was always 
amazed my wife got a parking 
space super close to where we 
wanted to go. I called it a 
Chinese Woman’s space until I 
realized she was praying. No fair. 
  
 In our Gospel story, there is a 
wedding reception and the 
groom runs out of wine at his 
own reception. 

 How embarrassing is that? 
Local style: never have a dinner 
and run out of drink or food. 
Never. Cardinal sin if you do. 
Have plenny left over but never 
fall short. But I have a heart for 
this bridge groom. There was no 
Mailchimp, no internet RSVP.   
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  ow would you predict the 
final guest count? People just 
showed up.  

 And Mary, the mom of Jesus, 
says to her son, they have no 
more wine. She just says a 
statement, but Jesus knows as we 
all know, when a mother says a 
statement, it often really has an 
underlining commandment. 

 When my mother says to me 
during a dinner, “Aunt Jane has 
baked an apple pie,” it’s not a 
statement. It is my mom saying, 
"Dan, say something of 
gratitude!” So I say, “Aunt Jane, 
that is a wonderful pie. So tasty! I 
appreciate so much you taking 
the time to bake it.” 

 When a mom says Aunt Jane 
is going to visit us this afternoon, 
that statement is really an order 
meaning, “Dan, clean up the 
living room and pick up your 
things!” 

 When Mary says to Jesus, 
“They have no more wine, Jesus. 
They have no more wine,” it is 
like Aunt May saying to Peter 
Parker, time for you to be 
Spiderman and help him. It’s like 
Lois Lane saying to Clark Kent, 
“It’s time for you to go to a 
phone booth and get into 
costume.” 

 When Mary says the 
statement, “They have no more 
wine,” she is really saying to 
Jesus a lot more like, “It’s time. I 
know what You can do. It’s time 
to activate Your supernatural 
powers and save this party.”  

 And Jesus sees the meaning 
in the statement and says, “Aw, 

Mom, really? Why do you want 
Me to get involved in this?” 

 Actually in ancient times, 
when He said “Woman,” as in 
“Woman, my time has not 
come,” that was a term of 
respect, not derision. 

 Let’s go back to our parking 
space question. Is asking Jesus 
for a parking space any less 
trivial than asking Jesus to help 
an embarrassed groomsman or 
an embarrassed wedding planner 
who messed up on how many 
guests there would be or how 
many would be drinking? 

 When the Bible says, “Pray 
without ceasing,” I think that 
means all of the time—when you 
are walking, working, gardening, 
driving, and, yes, when you are 
looking for a parking space. 

 Pray without ceasing means 
all the time. And if you get a 
parking space, which we almost 
always do, then you better say 
mahalo. 

1Thes. 5:18   Give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

    This is the will of God! To pray 
always and give thanks all the 
time. 

 Seriously, when you have a 
good friend, you talk to him or 
her a lot. 

 Jesus calls us friend; we 
should talk to Him a lot. Prayer is 
not magical. It doesn’t mean you 
have to be journaling or 
speaking in a lofty way. It just 
means talking or writing to your 
best friend about everything. 

 Since college, I have been 
writing to Jesus every 2-3 days. I 
talk about everything … maybe 
even about you. 

 Nothing is too trivial to talk 
to Jesus about. “Not enough 
wine? Okay, talk to Me about it,” 
says Jesus. 

 But it also means to talk 
about deeper matters: our social 
life, our money, our purpose in 
life, how Jesus can help us daily 
and, as importantly, how we can 
help others daily. 

 The first point that we have 
learned from Mary is to always 
involve Jesus in our life. Talk to 
Jesus about everything. Now, if 
we only talk to Jesus about 
parking spaces, shame on us! But 
if we talk to Him about every-
thing, then great! But now the 
second point in our passage can 
be a game changer in our lives. 

 When we talk to Jesus and 
He acts and tells us what to do, 
then she says you better 

Do whatever He tells us to do. 

 Doing what Jesus tells us to 
do means have empathy for 
everyone around you—even for 
a wine steward who has run out 
of wine—and then respond! Do 
you try to bring Jesus into all 
situations for the sake of others? 

 If Jesus tells you to pray for 
someone, are you immediately 
doing intercessory prayer? If He 
tells you to be generous and give 
something to someone, are you? 
Are we putting our own physical 
effort into helping someone 
showing some Grit and Grace?  
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 o you feel for a friend whose 
turkey has been burnt to a crisp 
and you offer to run across town 
to buy another one already 
baked? 

 But when Mary says, “Do 
whatever Jesus tells you to do,” 
she knew the power of Jesus. She 
had the faith that Jesus would 
help in some way. Do we have 
faith to tell people, “I am going 
to ask Jesus to intervene and heal 
or help you.” 

 I’m telling you, if you come 
to the healing service at 2:00 pm 
today, I have the faith that Jesus 
will intervene and heal or help 
you. 

 I believe He always responds. 
Nothing is too small for Him. If 
He cares about an embarrassed 
groom not having enough wine, 
surely He will be concerned 
about your issue—whether 
emotional, spiritual, or physical. 

 You may decide not to bring 
your friends to a healing service 
today, but I would say that may 
not be smart because Jesus and 
the healing power of the Holy 
Spirit will be present. We need to 
have the faith of the servants in 
the story, who faithfully did what 
Jesus told them to do. Fill the jars 
of water? And they are the only 
ones who saw and understood 
the miracle. 

 I have been blessed that, 
when I pray, I get to witness 
maybe about 50% of the time 
people getting healed in some 
way and probably more are 
healed as many get healed after 
they walk away. Jesus may be 
telling you something scary—
help someone, be more 

generous, work on a bad habit, 
implement a plan. 

 If Jesus tells you to pray 
expectantly with faith for healing 
of someone, will you do it, right 
then? 

 Last week I was at Costco 
getting new glasses and the 
woman helping me, who I will 
call Sally, had a bad cough. I 
asked her if she was getting over 
a cold and she said for the last 
three weeks she couldn’t get over 
her cough. 

 So I felt the nudge from the 
Lord to pray for her. “But this is 
Costco, M’Lord. It’s crowded. 
People will be watching.” “Pray 
for her.” 

 I asked, “Would you like me 
to pray for you?” She said, “yes.“ 
May I put my hand on your 
shoulder?” “Yes.” And right there 
in Costco I prayed for her as 
people were walking by and 
pushing their carts. 

 My business with Sally then 
concluded and I walked off. 
      
  Later, I was walking by the 
counter and a different employee 
with a big smile yelled out to 
me, “Thank you for praying for 
Sally!” I turned around. I was 
shocked. I said, “What?” Again 
she yelled while beaming, 
“thank you for praying for Sally!” 
And I looked and there was 
Sally, smiling. 

 Apparently word had gotten 
out. It was a good thing. People 
were encouraged. I don’t know if 
Sally got instantly healed, but 
God’s love was spreading in 
Costco. 

 When you feel the nudge, 
you gotta do what Jesus tells you 
to do. 

 Let me tell you another story.  
I have a friend on the Mainland 
who works as a nurse at a 
hospital. One day, a patient 
came to his hospital with a 
chronic, non-healing, diabetic 
wound.  He had been in and out 
of the medical system for about a 
year and a half trying to solve the 
problem with no success. 
The hospital then decided they 
would amputate the patient’s 
foot. 
   
 At this point the wound had a 
circumference approximately the 
same size of a half dollar with 
the tendon visible which was 
located over the dorsal aspect of 
the foot and another wound on 
the lateral side of the foot. It was 
swollen. Edema was still present. 
The doctor decided it was time 
for amputation due to recurring 
infection, poor circulation and 
several months of non healing. 

 The patient was horrified and 
became upset as I think most of 
us in this room would be. But my 
friend Cesar, a nurse on the case 
felt a nudge from Jesus that Cesar 
was supposed to pray for healing 
and tell the doctor that he 
disagreed with the doctor’s 
decision. 

 It was a real life cross roads 
of just do what Jesus tells you to 
do. Imagine! Cesar, a nurse, was 
going to tell the doctor, the 
attending physician, technically 
his boss right then, that he 
disagreed. You don’t do that! 
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  ow you need to know, I love 
physicians. And much of our 
prayer team has doctors and 
those from the medical 
community. We are a church that 
believes in both and—medical 
profession and healing prayer. 

 But here is Cesar, who is 
about to go out on a limb, and 
he said and I quote him, “I don’t 
know what came over me, but I 
felt this nudge from God and I 
said to the doctor, “give me a 
month. Don’t amputate!” 

 Give me a month and Cesar 
said to himself that he would 
pray like crazy for healing as He 
felt like Jesus changing water 
into wine, that Jesus might heal 
this man who is about to lose his 
foot. 

 I don’t know if the doctor 
thought he was crazy. The doctor 
hesitated and then said “I’ll give 
you another month if we can get 
insurance approval and you keep 
caring for the patient, changing 
his dressing and continue the 
treatment we were applying to 
the foot.” Man, if I were the 
patient, I’d be saying, “Let’s go 
with the nurse. Please!” 
  
 So every day, for 30 days, 
Cesar prayed fervently for 
healing as God told him to do 
and saw the patient regularly. 
And over time a great miracle 
happened as great as more wine 
at a reception. 

 That took a lot of faith on 
Cesar’s part and he only had 
been a Christian for about 6 
years. He had only learned, just 
one year prior, that healing 
prayer works, but you just gotta 
be courageous and bold to pray 

for healing for people and do 
what He asks us to do. With a 
little training and a growing faith, 
he chose to step out and do what 
Jesus told him to do. 

 Cesar heard God talking to 
him and Cesar said, in essence, 
“Yes,  M’Lord. Yes, Your Majesty,” 
even if meant disagreeing with a 
supervisor’s decision who had 
much more authority and 
experience and training than he. 
Gutsy! 

 He could have remained 
quiet. He could have disobeyed 
Jesus and a patient would have 
lost a foot.  

 Do you personally have the 
will to do whatever Jesus tells 
you to do to save others or to 
save yourself?   

 That will take grit and grace 
which Mary has. She had the 
grace to care for those in need 
like a poor embarrassed groom, 
but she also had the grit of 
having tremendous faith in Jesus 
and knowing that He is God! 

 So here comes the third 
practical point. 
         
 We can’t do what Jesus tells 
us to do on our own strength. 
We need the Holy Spirit. 

 What Jesus often tells us to 
do is going to be miraculous 
against all odds like turning 
water into wine. Therefore, we 
will need the Holy Spirit and not 
just our human power. We must 
be filled with the Holy Spirit—or 
get this —we won’t be able to do 
what He tells us, or we won’t 

hear His voice to know what to 
do.  

 Jesus says in a book in the 
Bible called Acts, short for Acts 
of the Apostles, right in chapter  
1, Jesus says to the Apostles 
before He ascends into heaven: 

 You will receive power of the 
Holy Spirit if you follow and 
believe in Him. 

 For many Christians they try 
to live life on their own power or 
earthly wisdom and don’t 
experience the supernatural 
power of the Holy Spirit that 
Jesus PROMISED us where we 
will see more healing and 
flourishing in our lives.  

 In the second chapter of the 
book of the Acts of the Apostles, 
an event called Pentecost 
happens when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon the Apostles in a 
supernatural way which is 
available to all of us if we ask 
God to fill us with the Holy 
Spirit.  

The Holy Spirit fills the Apostles 
and they are filled with joy and 
courage and boldness like with 
Cesar and from then on when 
they prayed, people got healed 
and when they prayed, they 
could hear God’s voice more 
clearly. 
  
 Now, to fill out this picture 
let’s look at the chapter just  
before Jesus ascends into 
heaven. Notice especially verse 
14 when we get to it. Look at this 
as I read it. Acts 1:6-14 ;  So 
when the apostles met together, 
they asked Jesus , “Lord, are you 
at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”  
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   e said to them: “It is not for 
you to know the times or dates 
the Father has set by His own 
authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” 

  After He said this, He was 
taken up before their very eyes, 
and a cloud hid Him from their 
sight.  They were looking intently 
up into the sky as He was going, 
when suddenly two men dressed 
in white stood beside them.“Men 
of Galilee,” they said, “why do 
you stand here looking into the 
sky? This same Jesus, who has 
been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the 
same way you have seen him go 
into heaven.”  

 Then the apostles returned to 
Jerusalem from the hill called the 
Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s 
walk from the city. When they 
arrived, they went upstairs to the 
room where they were staying. 
Those present were Peter, John, 
James and Andrew; Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas 
son of James. They all joined 
together constantly in prayer, 
along with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with His 
brothers. 

 After Jesus told them about 
the Holy Spirit we see that Mary 
was right there with the apostles 
praying and fellowshipping. It 
would not surprise me if she was 
with them at  Pentecost.  

 She heard about the Holy 
Spirit. And for her as well as us – 

we need to be empowered by 
the Spirit.  

 When we are filled with the 
Spirit, we hear Jesus’ voice more 
clearly when He talks to us… 
and the good news is that we are 
empowered by His power to do 
whatever He tells us to do.  
  
 The Spirit makes us WANT to 
do what Jesus tells us to do.  
Jesus expects us to be witnesses 
to the ends of the earth 
empowered by the Spirit.  

 When we are filled with the 
Holy Spirit, We will turn a corner 
in our lives… we will flourish… 
we will know Jesus more 
intimately. Our prayers will have 
more power even to see healing. 

 Our lives though chaotic at 
times will have a divine through-
line of Jesus’ power. 

We will know His kindness 
more…His gentleness. 

The question is: 

Would you like to receive more 
of His Spirit? 

 Yes when some of you 
became a  Christian the Holy 
Spirit entered you. And we may 
think that’s it. I don’t need any 
more. tapped out.  

 But that was just an initial 
pilot light of faith of the  Spirit’s 
presence in your life. He needs 
to be a bigger relationship in our 
lives.  

 But over time… to be honest, 
we leak. We need to be filled 
with more of His Spirit.  

 As we are filled with His 
Spirit we will experience the 
Lord’s tenderness, and we will 
want to talk to Him all the time – 
even when we are looking for a 
parking space… or in work or in 
play. 

 There may be some here who 
feel I don’t need more of the 
Spirit, Dan.  

 The Spirit entered into my life 
when I became a Christian and I 
don’t need more. That’s it. End of 
story.  

 I don’t need to learn more 
about Him.  

 I don’t need to experience 
Him more. I can do it on my 
own power.  

 But you know when we read 
about the followers of Jesus in 
the Bible….when we read about 
how they were filled with the 
Spirit you find them adventurous, 
courageous, generous, risk 
takers, passionate, filled with joy, 
even singing in prison, hopeful, 
optimistic, patient, even in the 
midst of great suffering. 

 They never were content in 
their faith. They wanted to grow. 

 The Spirit didn’t tame them 
and civilize them. The Spirit gave 
them a courage and a boldness 
and a passion they did not have 
more and it grew.  

 Following Jesus is not like 
obtaining an asset or a product 
or a containable power. 

 No, the power of the Spirit is 
sometimes throbbing and 
growing. 
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 ometimes we can say as 
Christians…. 

“I have learned everything I want 
about the Holy Spirit.  

“I don’t need to learn more or 
grow in more of a relationship 
with Him. He’s just a 
containable asset.”  

 Andy Croft of Soul Survivor 
had a great analogy of this 
thought of “Our saying, when 
the Holy Spirit entered into my 
life years ago but that’s it.  I don’t 
need more of Him.” 

 Andy compared this thinking 
to like writing a card of his love 
to his wife Beth after ten years of 
marriage after he made that one-
time commitment of his love to 
Beth, on their wedding day.  

 What would it be like if he 
wrote a card to her after ten 
years that said, “I have learned 
everything I need to about you. I 
don’t want to grow more in my 
love for you.  

 “In fact, in our marriage, I 
have surrendered a lot of ground 
to you but now I’m not going to 
surrender any more nor risk any 
more in our relationship. 

 “I don’t want to grow any 
more in our marriage. Not gonna 
sacrifice more.  

 “In fact, I am not going to 
listen more to you nor follow 
your advice any more. I’ve hit 
my ceiling…topped off my 
capacity of love.”  

 Is that the kind of card one 
would want to write to one’s 
spouse? No. 

 And if you are in a loving 
relationship with the Holy Spirit, 
that started on the day we 
became a Christian wouldn’t we 
want to grow more and be filled 
more.  

 With the Holy Spirit it is not 
like a gas tank where we fill it up 
and now we are done and filled. 

 It is more like a balloon that 
gets filled with air and it can get 
larger and larger. 

 It is more like our lives are 
like leaky buckets that need 
more filling of water. 

 Call it stress, or suffering or 
confusion or self-hate…those 
things make us all leaky buckets 
when it comes to the Holy Spirit. 

 Mary joined the Apostles and 
prayed and waited for the Holy 
Spirit to come that Jesus said 
would come after He left…He 
said the Holy Spirit would be 
like a Comforter who comforts us 
and a Counselor who would give 
us God’s wisdom. 

 Many of us may have head 
knowledge that Jesus is God, but 
do we experiences His 
presence….the Holy Spirit in our 
lives? 

 Who wouldn’t want more of 
the Spirit in our lives? 

 This community will become 
even closer and more intimate 
with Jesus if we are filled more 
with the Holy Spirit. 

 If we want more of the 
supernatural presence of God in 
our daily lives;  

 So, if you want to be filled 
more with His Spirit….those who 
want that please stand now and I 
will pray for God’s Spirit to come 
upon you and fill you right now. 

 The same Spirit that makes 
miracles happen….feet healed, a 
party saved…and souls 
comforted and counseled. 

 If you want a filling of the 
Holy Spirit, please stand right 
now and I want to pray for you.  

Pastor Dan prayed for 
congregation.  

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   

Note: Sunday sermon texts, as 
well as audio and video 

recordings of sermons, also are 
available at fpchawaii.org by 

clicking the Messages tab.
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