
 

 

  

    ark 12.38-44 
 38 As (Jesus) taught, He 
said, “Beware of the scribes, who 
like to walk around in long 
robes, and to be greeted with 
respect in the marketplaces, 
39 and to have the best seats in 
the synagogues and places of 
honor at banquets! 40 They 
devour widows’ houses and for 
the sake of appearance say long 
prayers. They will receive the 
greater condemnation.” 

 41 Jesus sat down opposite 
the place where the offerings 
were put and watched the crowd 
putting their money into the 
temple treasury. Many rich 
people threw in large amounts. 
42But a poor widow came and 
put in two very small copper 
coins, worth only a fraction of a 
penny. 

 43 Then He called His 
disciples and said to them, “Truly 
I tell you, this poor widow has 
put in more than all those who 
are contributing to the treasury.  
44 For all of them have 
contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of her 
poverty has put in everything she 
had, all she had to live on.” 

Luke 21-5-6 5 (After this) some 
of His disciples began talking 

about the majestic stonework of 
the Temple and the memorial 
decorations on the walls. But 
Jesus said, 6 “The time is coming 
when all these things will be 
completely demolished. Not one 
stone will be left on top of 
another!”  

 Today we continue our 
sermon series on women in the 
bible, which we are calling Grit 
and Grace. And today we come 
across a nameless woman who 
for 2,000 years has been a stellar 
example for what it means to be 
a follower of God. The whole 
story of Jesus and this widow is 
contained in a few sentences and 
her offering at the temple is 
likely the smallest offering to 
God you would ever see in the 
scriptures, yet this action is 
gigantic in meaning and 
implication.  

 As I alluded to a moment 
ago, it is positioned between two 
stories that pass comment on the 
issues of power, pretentiousness, 
and grandeur. First, we hear Jesus 
excoriate the Scribes, also 
known as the teachers of the law, 
because they go around trying to 
look stately and important by 
wearing long flowing robes and 
saying verbose prayers. 

 But the thing that gets Jesus 
to condemn these men in some 
of the most severe terms is that 
they exploit people. Scribes often 
had patrons and benefactors who 
pay them for sharing their 
“brilliance,” let’s say. It is known 
that some Scribes would take 
financial advantage of such 
patrons even if they were 
widows, thus rendering these 
widows even more powerless or 
poor than they already were.  

 To feed off of those who 
could not fend for themselves 
was so repugnant to God that 
Jesus uses His harshest words of 
condemnation particularly for 
them.  A condemnation He 
didn’t even use for Pagans or Tax 
Collectors. 

 After throwing out that 
severe condemnation of the 
showy Scribes, Jesus, likely a 
little tired from all the debating 
He has had to do all day, goes 
over to sit down near where folks 
gave their monetary offerings in 
the temple.  

 Let’s read this again the first 
couple of verses: 12:41-42: 41 
Jesus sat down opposite the 
place where the offerings were 
put and watched the crowd 
putting their money into the 
temple treasury.  
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  any rich people threw in 
large amounts.  42 But a poor 
widow came and put in two very 
small copper coins, worth only a 
fraction of a penny.  

 Theologians and historians 
say there were 13 boxes located 
in the temple to collect money 
offerings. What’s interesting is 
that these boxes were marked for 
particular purposes, mostly for 
the different needs to keep the 
temple going.  

 For example, one could be 
for oil for temple lamps, another 
might be for incense they would 
use in worship, still another 
might be for purchasing the 
animal sacrifices offered there 
each day etc. 

 It got me thinking. Can you 
imagine if we did that today? 
Can you imagine you guys walk 
toward 13 boxes up here in the 
front? One marked electric bills, 
another furniture, or candles, or 
lighting, etc. And then you 
would have one labeled “Steve’s 
salary.” I can see it now: “Ok I’ll 
give some to the furniture, 
candles, lighting….wait, Steve’s 
salary? Let me give more to the 
candles.” (Just joking) 

 Anyway, Jesus is watching all 
this giving to God pretty closely 
and since it says He saw “many” 
rich people come and go He 
probably sat there more than a 
few minutes.  

 So amongst all the clamor of 
lots of people making very big 
gifts Jesus sees a woman in line. 
She is most likely a raggedly 
dressed woman. A woman who 
would stand in sharp contrast to 
the “flowing robed” scribes, as 

well as the well adorned rich 
folk.  

 I say she was likely wearing 
ragged clothing because the 
word for “poor” here does not 
simply refer to a peasant. It is 
akin to a destitute beggar, 
someone who lives in abject 
poverty. Furthermore, the fact 
that she is a widow makes it 
even worse.  

 You see, in the ancient world 
women who had no husband or 
sons were often left powerless, 
landless, and penniless, which 
made their lives extremely 
difficult. So being a destitute 
widow is almost proverbial for 
saying this woman was the 
poorest of the poor. Now 
because they were so vulnerable 
in the ancient world they were 
supposed to be protected and 
cared for under Jewish law. The 
Old Testament is replete with 
directive after directive about 
how God’s people are to care for 
widows because they were so 
vulnerable, as well as strong 
condemnations if they don’t.  

 The fact that she only had a 
half a cent to her name was a 
sign the religious system was 
severely broken, which may have 
been part of the reason why Jesus 
overturned tables earlier that 
week. God’s intentions for 
people like her had been 
severely corrupted and that was 
no small thing. 

 Again, given the holiday 
context this is especially 
egregious. Remember that in this 
very week the Jewish people 
were celebrating being delivered 
from slavery; delivered from a 
life that was punishing, harsh, 

and grueling. Yet here we have a 
destitute widow, who was now 
standing amidst the Majestic and 
Adorned Temple of God, with 
gold and silver being poured out 
in front of her at the offering 
boxes, while she herself lives a 
harsh and grueling life. Cruel 
Irony is everywhere in this 
moment.  

 I share all this background 
because I don’t want you to 
picture Jesus just sitting there 
saying to Himself, “Aw, isn’t that 
nice that this sweet lady is 
making an offering.” This is no 
sentimental incident. It is no 
quaint picture. This is serious 
stuff. It is a microcosm of 
everything wrong with the 
worship of God back then, yet it 
was also a picture of everything 
right about what it means to truly 
follow God. 

 What I also like about this 
scene is the simple fact that Jesus 
even notices her - such an 
insignificant person on the face 
of the planet. I can’t help but 
wonder how many folks looked 
right by her. I can’t help but 
wonder if she was nearly 
“invisible” that day. I say that 
because this woman ended up as 
a pauper perhaps for a lot of 
reasons, but one of reasons she 
stayed a pauper was because she 
suffered from a bad case of 
indifference.  

 As I said, if the religious 
leaders were following God’s 
directives as laid out in the 
scriptures, the state of her 
existence would have been a 
high priority for them. But part of 
the problem is, they would have 
to notice her first, they would 
have to see her first.  
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 ecause that’s what noticing 
and seeing do: they make you 
responsible. If people don’t see 
her they don’t feel responsible 
for her. Keeping people invisible 
allows our lives not to be 
disrupted, doesn’t it? Our 
spending is not disrupted, our 
use of time is not disrupted, our 
plans and goals for the day are 
not disrupted, etc. when we 
don’t notice people. 

 This apathy due to blindness 
is not only an ancient problem. 
We see it today as well. In fact, 
let me share what writer and 
researcher Patrick Lencioni says 
about the vital importance of 
being ‘noticed’ even at a more 
mundane place like work. 

 In talking about the three 
signs of a “miserable job” 
Lencioni says this: “The first sign 
of a miserable job is anonymity, 
which is the feeling that 
employees get when they realize 
the manager has little interest in 
them as human beings, and they 
know little about their lives, their 
aspirations, and their interests.” 

 If you don’t know what you 
can do to serve this world in 
Jesus’ name, can you consider 
the ministry of Noticing? Can 
you consider the ministry of 
Reducing Anonymity in the 
workplace? Can you consider the 
ministry of intentionally seeking 
out those who may feel 
unknown? And may I say, not 
only at work, but here in our 
community as well.  

 It is reasons like this that you 
hear me say from the pulpit 
many times how crucial the 
simple act of truly listening to 
someone has a powerful impact 

on the soul. It is one of the most 
powerful ways people feel loved. 
As Christian professor, David 
Augsburger put it: “Being heard 
is so close to being loved that for 
the average person, they are 
almost indistinguishable.” 

 Bottom line, no one can 
experience real love outside of 
this experience of being noticed 
and being heard. How can you 
make someone feel a little more 
known and noticed this week - 
maybe even right after this 
service? 

 Which leads me to my next 
point. As I mentioned before, 
given the context of what is all 
going on around them and 
where they are standing cruel 
irony is everywhere. Yet what’s 
interesting is that this is exactly 
where, the one place all week, 
where Jesus seems genuinely 
delighted. 

 So impacted is Jesus by this 
woman’s gift that He quickly 
summons His disciples to come 
where He is. I can almost see 
Him wave excitedly to them to 
“hurry up and see this!” Pause 
for a moment and think about 
what this action implicitly 
expresses. He’s conveying to 
them, at the very least, that 
nothing else they are saying or 
doing in that moment is more 
important than what this woman 
just did.  

 So they come over and He 
apparently points her out and 
tells them what she did. Jesus 
then says, “Truly I tell you…” By 
the way, when Jesus throughout 
the gospels begins a statement 
with “Truly I tell you…” - each 
and every time it is His way of 

saying: “I really need you to get 
this.  This is really important.” 

  So He says: “Truly I tell you, 
this poor widow has put in more 
than all those who are 
contributing to the treasury.  
44 For all of them have 
contributed out of their 
abundance (meaning, out of 
their excess, out of what they 
wouldn’t miss anyway); but she 
out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she had 
to live on.” Actually that last 
phrase could be translated as 
“She put in everything she had, 
her whole life.” In other words 
she gave all of who she is not 
just what she possessed. It wasn’t 
the size of her offering that was 
important, it was the fullness of 
devotion, by which she gave it. 

 To be honest, I don’t think 
Jesus’ point to His disciples is 
really about money at all. He 
knows the disciples have all left 
their livelihood to follow Him. In 
fact, Peter, himself back in Mark 
10:28 says this: “…we have left 
everything to follow You.” 

 So Jesus was not making a 
point about money or 
possessions, but it was about 
devotion. You see, there was 
more to their devotion that they 
were going to need if they were 
to carry on the mission of Jesus 
in the world. They needed a 
“Widow-Sized Devotion” to put 
their whole life on the line. Why 
do I say that? Perhaps its sounds 
a bit hyperbolic. Well think 
about this: Why is her level of 
devotion so necessary in our 
walk with God? The answer to 
that question is extensive, but I 
only have time to mention two 
reasons.  
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 couple of reasons why a 
Widow-Sized Devotion is crucial 
for the Christian is that without 
such devotion courage and risk 
taking for God’s kingdom simply 
won’t happen. 

 Without courage and risk 
taking the kingdom of God 
purposes, values, and goals will 
only reach so far and no farther, 
and our families, workplaces, 
communities and world will be 
the lesser for it.  

 Folks, God is dead serious 
and He is passionate about 
changing and healing and saving 
this world. Yet because there is 
so much hatred, division, strife, 
and antagonism it can make it 
feel like such outcomes are 
impossible. But it is right there in 
those moments of feeling “this 
seems impossible,” that godly 
courage and godly risk need to 
show up through you.  

 After all, what do we think it 
really takes to love enemies and 
bless those who hate us? What 
do we think it really takes to 
bring God’s peace in a divided 
and hostile atmosphere? Do we 
really think we will only need to 
make casual and safe efforts to 
bring about such Divine ends? 
This is why I think the issue of 
courage and risk is behind why 
Jesus wanted the disciples to 
know what this woman did. 

 Think about it for a second. 
After He described her situation 
to them (to guys who know very 
clearly the state of destitute 
widows in first century Israel), 
they would have understood that 
she took a huge risk to give that 
much. So I think they get, at least 
part, Jesus’ point is that they will 

need this kind of courageousness 
and this kind of devotion if you 
follow Christ. 

 Look, in just a couple of days 
they will see Jesus beaten to a 
pulp and crucified. So take that 
in for a second. If you want to  
kill someone’s courage and 
someone’s risk taking then watch 
the guy who says “Go and do as 
I did,” get brutalized and 
crucified. That will suck the 
courage right out of you.  

 Bottom line, in a world like 
ours courage is crucial because 
fear is going to happen as we try 
to grow in and live out the 
Christian life. We can’t get 
around fear. As pastor and writer 
John Ortberg says, “The choice 
to follow Jesus…is the choice for 
the constant recurrence of fear.  
Fear will never go away. Why? 
Because each time I want to 
grow, it will involve going into 
new territory, taking new 
challenges. And each time I do 
that, I will experience fear 
again…Fear and growth go 
together.” (I would add “fear and 
impact for ministry go together”). 
When you make steps to make 
an impact for Jesus in our world, 
fear will be right there with you.  

 My brothers and sisters, fear 
will always be at our door 
whispering to our souls and 
lurking in the shadows of every 
effort we make for God’s 
kingdom. It is likely that fear will 
never leave us completely. But 
that’s okay because courage is 
not fearlessness.  

 As one American writer put 
it "Courage is not the absence of 
fear, but rather the judgment that 
something else is more important 

than one's fear.” (James Neil 
Hollingworth). And I believe that 
it is our devotion to God, that 
Widow Sized Devotion, to His 
mission that will be the 
“something else more 
important," which will help us to 
be courageous. 

 It has been said that “Fear 
not” is the most often repeated 
directive in the bible (366 
verses), and it is said even to the 
greatest of saints in the bible. But 
why is this phrase repeated so 
often? Why isn’t something like 
“Love others,” “Forgive others,” 
etc. repeated as often? Perhaps 
because fear is the greatest 
reason we are tempted to avoid 
doing what God is calling us to 
do or to change what God is 
calling us to change. Fear not 
only causes us to not risk, but it 
makes us spectators instead of 
players in God’s kingdom work. 

 But here’s the deal, I know 
you and I want to see a different 
world, but the world you want to 
see, the Hawaii you want to see, 
the community, the workplace, 
and life you want to see won’t 
come if we Christians play it 
safe.  

 Let me share a few things 
about my own journey of service 
to God. Please understand my 
spirit here. I’m not trying to pat 
myself on the back, I just want to 
be real with you.  

 The first time I preached I 
had no training. The first time I 
counseled others I had no 
training. The first time I helped 
the poor or worked with the 
homeless I had no training. The 
first time I had to officiate a 
funeral I had no training.  
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 he first time I had to officiate 
a wedding I had no training. My 
point is this, that lack of training 
made me nervous and anxious 
and fearful more than a few 
times. But by God’s grace He 
gave me the devoted passion to 
try and risk anyway. And I have 
been fortunate enough to see 
God move even in very fearful 
times.  

 That doesn’t mean it was 
easy or that it didn’t take a whole 
lot of effort and sacrifice, or that 
failure didn’t happened along the 
way, but we cannot wait - the 
world cannot wait - till we 
Christians really got it down 
before we take a courageous step 
into God’s greater mission. 

 Let’s be real here. It will take 
great courage and risk to love 
and serve our enemies. It will 
take real courage to sacrifice 
some personal comforts in order 
to feed the hungry, nurse the 
diseased, and help the poor. It 
will take real courage to share 
the gospel with our co-workers, 
families, and friends. And it will 
take courage to disciple others. 
Bottom line, following Jesus 
takes courage and that’s why 
devotion - a Widow Sized 
Devotion - is so crucial. 

 Now let me make something 
super clear about living a fully 
devoted life to Jesus. Devotion is 
not about doing something really 
big in life. It may just be about 
using the little you have to bless 
others; be it the little time you 
have, the little talents you have, 
or the little whatever you have. 
Use it to serve God and bless 
others.  

 When I was a missionary in 
Thailand, for a time I lived in 
what is called the Rice Bowl. 
Rice fields were in every 
direction as far as the eye could 
see. In one of those rice fields 
was one of our elders from our 
tiny church of about 14 people. 
That elder only had a 6th grade 
education and was very poor, 
often having no money to give to 
church on Sundays. Yet with the 
little he had he offered it to serve 
God and God used it to bless 
others.  

 When harvest season came 
he offered his first sack of rice to 
God and he would bring it as an 
offering to church (imagine if 
that happened here). As a result, 
the other 14 very poor people 
who made up our church would 
cook some of his rice each week 
for lunch after church. For some 
of them it would be the largest 
meal of their day. Believe it or 
not, that one bag fed us all for a 
whole year of Sundays. Let me 
ask you, do you think God was 
delighted by that single bag of 
rice like He was with those two 
copper coins from the widow? I 
think He was. 

 Part of my point is, in the 
great big world of things, a sack 
of rice isn’t huge. However, in 
the kingdom of God it was no 
small thing. 

 You may not have in you to 
preach a life-changing sermon 
for thousands like Peter had on 
the day of Pentecost. Or you may 
not have the gift to heal the sick 
like the apostle Paul, but you do 
have a Widow’s Half Penny of 
something. And whatever it is it 
is no small thing. 

 Stop for a minute and 
imagine a church where people 
don’t bring even the so-called 
“small thing” they have. Imagine 
no one helping with parking on 
busy days like Easter or 
Christmas. Or imagine no one 
driving the van to pick up people 
who can no longer drive to 
church on their own.  

Imagine no one lending their 
creativity to Vacation Bible 
School or the children’s ministry. 
Imagine no one working the 
sound system or fixing the lights. 
Imagine no one welcoming 
people week after week and then 
imagine how invisible people 
would feel. What does Sunday 
become like? What does the 
state of this church become like 
if we don’t have folks bringing 
“small things” each week? It 
would be terrible.  

 Now imagine no one is 
willing to risk starting a small 
group. No one is willing to give 
their time listen to your pain or 
pray for you, support you, 
encourage you in a difficult 
season. My point is, Okay, so 
you can’t preach to hundreds or 
thousands, but can you create a 
conversation with one person 
who may need it? Can you listen 
deeply to someone’s journey or 
to someone’s pain? 

 Can you come with one 
question to your small group that 
might open up deeper 
discussion? Come with one 
example that might make a study 
clearer for others? Can you come 
with one word of encouragement 
to someone who needs it in the 
group? 
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  often see this with the men’s 
group on Thursday, which we 
call Band of Brothers. Some guys 
have much to share, but 
sometimes a guy only says a 
couple of things. Yet those one or 
two things takes us to a whole 
new level of understanding or to 
a whole new level of openness 
in sharing with each other. And 
that’s no small thing because 
when we go deeper and become 
more open, real change for a 
man’s life has a real chance to 
emerge.  

 One last story and then we’re 
done. A number of years ago I 
was preaching at a conference. 
My first talk went very well. The 
next day it didn’t feel as well. In 
fact, I felt pretty bad. Afterward, 
while the next speaker was on 
the stage, a pastor friend of mine 
saw how I felt and realized I was 
measuring the situation all 
wrong. He could see I was 
beating myself up a bit. 

 He came over and told me 
how as a younger preacher he 
used to feel pressured and 
nervous to preach. You see, he 
didn’t have a lot of formal 
education so he often felt 
insecure and lost sleep each 
weekend.  

 One day this changed when 
he realized something. He said, 
“Steve, some days in my service 
to God I hit a home run. Some 
days it’s just a foul tip. Yet 
whatever the outcome I can 
sleep easy at night because I 
know I gave my best to glorify 
God and that, Steve, is the main 
thing. And that is exactly what 
you did this morning. You 
honored God and you made 

Him smile.” I have to tell you, 
that felt pretty good to hear that. 
 What is God saying to you 
today? Is there some part of your 
goals, some part of your 
activities, some part of your life, 
which you have not given fully to 
Jesus? 

 I’m not simply talking about 
money or even your abilities, but 
also your anger, resentment, or 
unforgiveness etc.? Is God 
speaking to you to be more 
courageous and take a risk with 
whatever “small thing" you may 
have to give Him Glory and bless 
others? Can you take joy in 
knowing that whether you hit a 
home run or a foul tip you can 
still give great glory to God?  

 Jesus had a widow-sized 
love for us. He, like her, gave His 
whole life for us so that we may 
experience life to the full and life 
eternally with Him. Do you 
know His love today? 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

Note: Sunday sermon texts, as 
well as audio & video recordings 
of sermons, are also available at 

fpchawaii.org by clicking the 
MESSAGES tab.
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