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Vision Tour in the Rockies
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Saturday, October 23
7:00 pm in the First Prez Sanctuary

Please join us for a special concert featuring Mary Gutzi singing a collec-
tion of Broadway songs which weaves a story of faith that may even help to
explain the Gospel. Mary Gutzi continues to perform and travel throughout
the country. Some of her roles have included the beautiful Fantine in dLes
Miserables, Grizabella in 0Catsd, the fearless and passionate socialist
crusader Emma Goldman in 0Ragtime,d and most recently she played The
Wicked Witch in The Wizard of Oz in California. We are always so happy
when she is able to come back to Hawaii to spend time with her First Prez
family. Presented by the First Prez Creative Arts Program, all are invited to
this free concert!

by Pastor Dan Chun

In combining a series of trips to Los Angeles
for Preshytery, Evanston, lllinois to drop

off my daughter at Northwestern University
and Colorado Springs for a Fuller Seminary
Board of Trustees meeting, Pam and | and
a group of deacons and elders went to

do some site visits of ministries First Prez
supports in Colorado Springs. It was also a
Vision Tour to see what was happening in
other churches and ministries.

Joining us on the trip were elders Ron (our
executive director) and Angela Mathieu,
Gill Berger, Ted Otaguro, Alice Yoder and
deacon Gerri Otaguro.

Our first stop on September 16 was with

Ted Haggard (see photo) pastor of New

Life Church and president of the National
Association of Evangelicals which represents
some 30 million Christians in America.

Tedis church has a prayer mountain similar
to the one we saw in Seoul Korea where
thousands can fast and pray, a world prayer
center where thousands are prayed for

24 hours a day, many of whom send their
prayer requests via the internet where prayer
warriors receive their messages, collate

them, and pray for them. Pastor Ted spent
nearly an hour and a half talking to us about

small groups ministry, missions, and he gave

us a tour of his new 7,500-seat sanctuary.
He will preach at our church next April.

Our second stop was the Focus on the
Family ministry. The staff graciously treated
us to lunch and then gave us a 90-minute
tour that showed us the heart of the ministry
of how it ministers to millions of people who
have challenges facing the family. Founders
Jim and Shirley Dobson graciously met with
us for 45-minutes.

We then went to International Students Inc.,
a ministry devoted to evangelizing foreign
students in America. We met with ISI
president Doug Shaw.

The next day, we had a two-hour tour of
Compassion International, a world relief
organization which raises support to help
poor children around the world. Many of
us were moved to tears as we learned of
the hardship poor children face and how
desperately our American churches need
to be involved in helping them. By the
tourts end, we were so glad that every year
our church members have a dedicated
Compassion Sunday where we can sign up
to sponsor poor children to make sure they
have food and education and safety. Over
the years Hawaiian Islands Ministries and
our church have enabled more than 1,000
people to sponsor needy children, which
translates to more than $1 million raised.
President Wes Stafford graciously took a

break from a
Compassion
Board of
Directors meeting
to come out

and hug us (see
photo).

Pam also took a tour of the Young Life
headquarters and met with President Denny
Rydberg and we both visited with David
Handley, the pastor of First Preshyterian
Church Evanston, lllinois and Alex Hill, the
president of InterVarsity Fellowship.

One of my last stops was First Presbyterian
Church of Colorado Springs. It is a cutting
edge church that has transformed its
children ministries by remodeling its
classrooms into specific themes that
encourage certain learning styles where they
learn about Bible passages through the eyes
of science, geography, music, storytelling,
ecology, Jewish history or even food. Notice
this picture of a classroom fitted out like

a 50is diner (see photo on page 4). Using
the new format increased its enroliment in
Sunday school by more than 30%.

It was a privilege to see the parachurch

ministries our church has donated money to

over the years. By seeing how they operate,

we can insure our people that every penny

we give to them on behalf of you is well

spent. By speaking to all of the presidents

of these groups, we received insight to

their efficiency and vision. Itis rare that a
Continued on page 4






